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MEETING MINUTES

NORTH HAMPTON PLANNING BOARD

Tuesday, July 3, 2008

Mary Herbert Conference Room

These minutes were prepared as a reasonable summary of the essential content of this meeting, not as a transcription.
Members present: Phil Wilson, Chairman; Shep Kroner, Vice Chairman; Joseph Arena, Laurel Pohl, Barbara Kohl, Tom McManus and Craig Salomon, Selectman’s Representative.

Others present:  David West, RPC Circuit Rider, and Wendy Chase, Recording Secretary.

Alternates present:  None  

Mr. Wilson convened the meeting at 7:04pm and noted for the record that the agenda was properly posted.

New Business

08:09 – Lumber Liquidators, 5 Lafayette Road, North Hampton.  Applicant, Jim Costello proposes to erect an awning sign (received a variance to allow an awning sign, 1/23/1998) on the existing building.  Property owner:  Aubuchon Realty Inc., 96 Aubuchon Drive, Westminister, MA 01473.  Property location:  5 Lafayette Road, M/L 003-079, zoning district, I-B/R.  The Applicant requests the following waiver:  Site Plan Review Regulation X.F.3.b.10 – color.

In attendance for this application:

Jim Costello, Store Manager at Lumber Liquidators, North Hampton

Mr. Costello explained that the applicant proposes to re-skin the existing awning with yellow fabric and black lettering.  He explained that he was advised by the Building Inspector to seek relief from the site plan review regulation X.F.3.b.10 – color, and would not issue a building permit without Planning Board approval.

Mr. Wilson asked if there were any other wall signs on the building and Mr. Costello said there were not.

Dr. Arena commented that he is not in favor of the yellow color of the proposed awning.

Mr. Costello explained that the proposed sign is not as obtrusive as the sign right next door to Lumber Liquidators.  He further explained that the biggest complaint from the customers is that the company is not easy to locate in North Hampton and that the proposed awning would help with this matter.

Ms. Pohl agreed with Dr. Arena and said she was not in favor of the yellow color and suggested that the color be changed to a black awning with yellow lettering.

Mr. Costello said that the company would rather have the awning the proposed yellow color because that is the company’s standard color scheme and it is well recognized by customers looking for their store.

Mr. Wilson noted that Mr. Costello was wearing a shirt with a Lumber Liquidators logo on it and that it was exactly the color scheme that Ms. Pohl was suggesting – black background with yellow lettering.

Mr. Costello’s explained that he was wearing a manager’s shirt and that the other employees wore the yellow with black lettering design.

Mr. Wilson responded by saying that that would mean that the logo on Mr. Costello’s shirt is an approved logo of Lumber Liquidator’s brand.

The board discussed whether there was enough evidence to take jurisdiction of the application.

Dr. Arena moved and Mr. McManus seconded the motion to take jurisdiction of case #08:09.

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion (7-0).

The request for a waiver from site plan review regulation X.F.3.b.10 – color was discussed.

Realizing that the standards for granting waivers to the Sign Ordinance had apparently inadvertently been left out of a paragraph that was revised and adopted in the March 2008 Town Meeting, Mr. Wilson referred to the standards as stated in the ordinance as written before the 2008 Town Meeting amendment. Citing the first standard, he asked whether or not it would create an unreasonable hardship to deny the waiver.

Ms. Pohl opined that there would be no hardship and that by reversing the colors to a black awning with yellow lettering would be visually noticeable to customers.

Dr. Arena commented that the board should not be intimidated by franchise type businesses and should adhere to the current ordinance.  

Mr. McManus opined that it would not be a hardship in not granting the waiver to the color especially when the board is offering the applicant alternatives, such as using a black awning with yellow lettering.

Mr. Costello said that the company is only 12 – 15 years old and the owners are attached to the brand of yellow background with black lettering.

Mr. McManus asked if the applicant had any evidence supporting the value of the brand quantitatively that would support the supposed hardship.

Mr. Costello did not have that information.

Mr. Wilson suggested another option -- to have a black awning with a yellow panel and black lettering.

Ms. Kohl said that the way the building is situated on the road that it is very hard to locate Lumber Liquidators and opined that she would like to see the business succeed in this Town and that the yellow color proposed is not that obtrusive.

Dr. Arena commented that the existing pole sign should help customers locate the business.

Mr. Salomon commented that the hardship is a company trying to establish a consistent pattern in advertising to the public.  Mr. Salomon opined that he has a problem with the whole color scheme issue and whether or not the Planning Board should be regulating it.  He explained that he routinely abstains from the vote because it’s in the ordinance but on a personal level he opined that he has a hard time imposing his standard of what he thinks is attractive on somebody else’s property.

Mr. Wilson stated that the board is elected to a quasi-judicial board where the board is supposed to exercise judgment in determining compliance with what the people of North Hampton have adopted for ordinances.  He further commented that the issue before them is not the attractiveness of the sign but rather whether or not the application complies with the zoning ordinance regarding color, which states that the colors shall be muted and unobtrusive.

Mr. Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:37pm.

Mr. Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:38pm without public comment.

Mr. Wilson opined that it does not impose an unreasonable hardship because two alternatives were given that would allow a simple solution.

Mr. Kroner suggested a third alternative and suggested the applicant put up an unobtrusive awning with a separate wall sign.

Following a discussion of the alternatives that the Board and the applicant faced, Mr. Costella requested a continuance of case #08:09 to the August 7, 2008 meeting.

Mr. Kroner moved and Dr. Arena seconded the motion to grant Mr. Costello’s request to continue case #08:09 to the August 7, 2008 meeting.

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion (7-0).

The board asked that the applicant provide a computer-generated picture of what the proposed awning looks like and how it would look on the building.

Mr. Kroner updated the board on the upcoming meeting on July 9th regarding the workforce-housing bill.

Mr. Wilson asked if Mr. Robert Landman’s vacant seat as North Hampton’s representative to the Rockingham Planning Commission had been advertised.  Ms. Chase said that she would look into it and report back to the board.

Ms. Pohl said that channel 22 has been having difficulty airing the planning board’s work session meetings because the school board meets on the same night.

Mr. Salomon moved and Ms. Pohl seconded the motion to change the work session meeting from the third Thursday of the month to the third Tuesday of each month.

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion (7-0).

Dr. Arena moved and Mr. McManus seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion (7-0).

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy V. Chase

Recording Secretary
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Disclaimer – These minutes are prepared by the Recording Secretary within the 144 hours as required by NH RSA 91-A:2,II.  They will not be finalized until approved by majority vote of the Planning Board.


